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The tribespeople of Indoghinaj huve little understanding of the reason

for the war which is being waged in their country, and as a result they

have 1ittle feeling one wey or the other aun to the eventual outcome.

| . When they are in areas which are being occupied by the Viet Minu forces

| they cooperate with the Viet Minh, and vwhen they are in Vietaam territory
they obey the Vietnem or Franch forces. They are sometimes caurht in &

aqueeze when, after being in Viet Minh territory and having cooperated

with the Viet Minh for a while they are taken back by the French and

Vietnam forces who chastise them for having coopurated with the Viet Mish.

2.  There are ma.nyiVietnameae! Whofdo not understand the issue over which the war

sometimes go along with the Viet Minh forces with

is being fought, and they

| the idea that they are fiJght-‘ixig primerily for freedom from the French. Many
i

of these people‘ have no understanding of communism whatsoever.

: 3. There: are a number of ret‘ygeéé who have come over to the sidz of the Freach
! and Vietnamese from Viet ?(inh .areas. They are living principelly in the 25X X |
} cities which are under French control 25X1X |
| |
\ |! ‘ I could not estimate {he number of 25X1X
| retugreas who ha.y: egcaped fr‘on} Viet Minh territory, but there may have
‘ L everuel hundred thougand of them. The only method I know of which
| Lo Bove nsed to break tprohgh the "bambco curtain" is to mn acropy the
' 1. This, of course, is very dangerous, but by charging right through
»f tacm have succecdt‘ad .Ln getting to the other nide.
j‘ I, W G rc—z,‘ugejes do eacui:e from Viet Minh territory many of them set up
‘ sl tinsivesses such as ;restnprantu, or they do weaving, etc. I believe
| Laut Lne o t‘ne§ wain reasons for their leaving the Viet Minh territory is ; !
ceoucaic - they find thn.# there i not as mieh to eat in Viet Minh |
Lerritory ag there used to be, and they find it difficult to carry on thelir
busineezes under the Vie*JMinh‘ because they are cut off from the main trading
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¢cr.aters vhich are bsld by the French, 80 they come into Vietnam territory |
looking for &resas vhere they can do businass. I glou‘ot whether many of
them are originally|motivated by ideological reasons -- I think they ara

xnore; interested in \‘mero they can get the most to, eat.

5. As far as I knov there has been little disillusionment on the part of the
‘ rsfugees vho have gone over to Trench-held territory. I believe that on |
the whola they find they are better off undsr the French, and that it is
botter for them to stay on the side of demoeracy rathor than return to
cogmuaien. P | 3 \
. 1 | |
“ 6. Whanever Viet Mioh prisonars who have been held by the French are released,
\ the ?r‘nen must be quite sure of the prisonera' ‘oyalty or they vould never
| ‘ let thea go. Recently thare wcre 7% trivesmen (many of them from villages
| arcund Ban ¥a Thuot and Pleilo in sentral Vietna.) who vere originaily
captured as members of the Viet Minh forces, but who ware sbout to be re-,
lesged because the French vere convinced that they were not pro-Viet Minh
‘ and that al) they vanted to do was get back to their tribes and stay out
of trouble. I bolieve that only in nuch ceses ae this, where the French |
are Irelatively sure that the prisoners have no desire to return to the
Viet Minh, would they risk reieasing then. N
| ‘ ! !
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